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Exhibit 7.7 A Page From the College Risk Behavior Survey

A Comparison of Survey Designs

Which survey design should be used when? Group-administered surveys are similar in most respects to mailed 
surveys, except they require the unusual circumstance of having access to the sample in a group setting. We 
therefore do not need to consider this survey design by itself. Thus, we can focus our comparison on the four 
survey designs that involve the use of a questionnaire with individuals sampled from a larger population: mailed 
surveys, phone surveys, in-person surveys, and electronic surveys. Exhibit 7.8 summarizes their advantages and 
disadvantages.

The most important consideration in comparing the advantages and disadvantages of the four survey designs is 
the likely response rate they will generate. Because of the great weakness of mailed surveys in this respect, they must 
be considered the least preferred survey design from a sampling standpoint. However, researchers may still prefer a 
mailed survey when they have to reach a widely dispersed population and do not have enough financial resources to 
hire and train an interview staff or to contract with a survey organization that already has an interview staff available 
in many locations.


